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CONFIDENTIAL PEKING 1836 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT CH 

SUBJECT: CHOU EN-LAI'S HEALTH 

REF: PEKING 1773 (NOTAL); PEKING 1808 (NOTAL); PEKING 1820 

ON MORNING OF SETPEMBER 27 MFA PROTOCOL DEPARTMENT PHONED 
INVITATION FOR USLO CHIEF AND MRS. BUSH TO ATTEND NATIONAL RECEPTION 
SEPTEMBER 30 IN THE GREAT HALL OF THE PEOPLE. THEY HAVE ACCEPTED, 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH PAST PRACTICE. INVITATION SPECIFIES THAT CHOU 
EN-LAI WILL GIVE THE RECEPTION. IN VIEW, HOWEVER, OF RECENT 
INDICATIONS (REFTELS) THAT CHOU'S CONDITION HAS WORSENED, IT 
WOULD NOT BE SURPRISING IF ACTUAL HOST AT THE RECEPTION TURNED OUT 
TO BE TENG HSIAO-PING, ACTING CHIEF ON CHOU'S BEHALF. 
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